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" is to repair error—to try to prevent

|+ repetition of the same mistake or. series
" of mistakes. :

The Warren Commlssxon notmg acts
and omissions that might possxbly have
influenced the fate of President Ken-

“nedy, properly withholds accusation,

saying “it is only from the vantage

- point of the present that the fragic

“irony’’ of events emerges.

These. events involve an obvious lack .

of liaison, not only between the FBI and
-the Secret Service but.including also

the Department of State, the Immigra- :-
tion Department and the Central Intelli-

gence Agency. The Governument’s right
hand didn’t know what the left hand
- was doing—no great ‘novelty in this
sprawling Government of ours, but with
calamitous effect in this mctance

Tee IIarvey Oswald, a Marine veter-
an, defected to Russia, lived there two -
: years’,_'married a Russian girl. Then he

decided he wanted to come home. There
‘was some question whether he still re-
“tained American citizenship, but this
was decided in his favor. Not only that.

The. State Department loaned him,

$435.71 for the return trip.
‘And no “lookout card” was 1ssued for_

. | {uture reference.

~ ‘And so, when he applxed for a pass-
- port to visit Russia again, in June of
last year, it was issued on 24 hours no-
ice, - In October, also of last year, the

CI notlfled the State Department Os- )
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‘as the assassination of a President. He
might at least have been kept under ob- |
servation as a suspicious character, cap- §

- the President’s motorcade,

- such as the FBI and the Secret Service, -
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Wald had visited the Soviel Em A58y 10
Mexico. In November the FBI sent in
a report that Oswald had been arrested

ing out “Hands off Cuba” pamphlets.

These repeated acts might have
branded Oswald as a dlsloyal and un-
stable character—had they been re-
corded in the proper files. It would not

_have been necessary to anticipate Os- |

wald was capable of such a frightful act

able of acts of subversion.

Yet neither the Secret Service nor the-
Dallas Police Department even knew he
was living in Dallas—and working in a
building which overlooked the route of

Legislation = consolidating ,adencms*
or at least redefining some of their re-
sponsibilities, may come out of this

tragedy and the meticulous report con- |
‘cerning it. But many of the flaws re<|
vealed do not require legislation. They |-

concern matters of routine which de-
mand immediate check and remedy.

It may be assumed, we think, that this |

general tlghtemng now is in progress—
that it had, in fact, started long before
the Warren Report was issued. But there
should be a prompt survey on progress,
perhaps by the high-level committee -on
protection just appointed by President
Johnson. Nothing should be taken for*

‘in New Orleans in a fist fight while pass-- in
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granted or left to chance



